Bringing Guests to Meals in College
The Background

Since the new department opened people have been spending more time at the department than they used to and other social science students come to Nuffield less frequently. For example, the lunchtime Graduate Political Science Seminar now has a very low attendance.

The JCR feels that in giving up the weekly Friday Guest Night it lost an event that served as a focal point for college social life and worries that the college no longer plays such an important part in its students’ lives as it used to.

JCR members feel embarrassed that they find it hard to reciprocate the hospitality that they receive from friends and colleagues from other colleges. This is because taking a guest to college lunch or to a formal evening meal is prohibitively expensive.

Some comparisons

It costs a student £7 to bring a guest to lunch. Lunch in the department is not as good but a hot meal only costs £2.80 and it is much closer to classes and seminars. This means that there is a strong incentive to meet people in the department for lunch and not in Nuffield. 
Every other graduate college that responded to our enquiries, including Christchurch, Wadham, New, St Cross, and Wolfson had a regular formal dinner to which students could invite guests. The mean cost of these dinners was £5.89 for the college member and £8.34 for the guest. Many colleges offered a formal sit down dinner for a student+guest for less than £8.

The Proposals

i) Each student should be able to invite a guest to lunch 3-5 times a term for £3

ii) There should be 2 fixed guest night dinners each term and they should cost £5-10 per person exclusive of wine. They could perhaps take place on a Tuesday or Friday night
The Benefits

i) Increased collegiality. The weekly guest night dinner encouraged most of the JCR to spend each Friday night together.  Cheaper lunches for guests may lead Nuffield students to eat lunch at the department less frequently.
ii) A higher profile for Nuffield. Cheaper lunches for guests will encourage people to bring other social science students and others back to Nuffield and they will be reminded that Nuffield is a centre for excellence in the social sciences. Other JCR presidents told us that their guest night dinners are always fully booked and the students very much enjoy showing their guests what a nice place their college is.  
Appendix: Information About Guest Nights in Other Colleges

	College
	Type of dinner
	Frequency
	Cost (Higher Price is the cost for the guest)
	Content

	Brasenose
	Guest night
	2 per term
	£10
	high table food + wine and coffee

	Christchurch
	Guest night
	1 per week
	£7.06/£7.71
	3 courses + Desert

	 
	Black Tie
	1 per term
	£9.50/£11.16
	4 courses

	Templeton
	Guest night
	1 per term
	£13/£15
	4 courses+wine+pre dinner drinks+ open bar

	Worcester
	Formal Hall
	2 per week
	£3.85/£7.50
	 

	 
	Guest night
	2 per term
	£5
	drinks before and after included

	Green
	Formal Hall
	1 per week
	£8/£10.57
	 

	 
	Black Tie
	4 per term
	£9
	4 courses

	LMH
	Formal Hall
	1 per week
	4 free/£8
	 

	St Cross
	Formal Hall
	1 per week
	£6.74
	 

	St Peter's
	Formal Hall
	2 per week
	free/ £9
	wine inluded in 1 per week

	 
	Guest night
	1 per term
	£17
	champagne, wine and port included

	New
	Guest night
	4 per term
	£8.60
	drinks included

	Wadham
	Guest night
	2 per term
	£10
	

	St Catz
	Guest night
	1 per week
	2 dinner points/£7.20
	

	Exeter
	Formal Hall
	1 per week
	£6
	wine included

	Mansfield
	Formal Hall
	1 per week
	£4.60
	 

	St John's
	Guest night
	2 per term
	£20
	4 courses 2 types of wine

	University
	Guest night
	1 per week
	£5
	wine and post and pre dinner drinks included

	Lincoln
	Formal Hall
	 
	£7.90
	 

	Wolfson
	Formal Hall
	4 per term
	£10
	 


