Report to Governing Body on JCR Entertainment Activity and proposal for a club premises certificate
I have been requested to provide on behalf of the JCR a proposal to Governing Body providing details of the proposed Club Premises Certificate Application. In addition, I am submitting for the attention of Governing Body a brief report of social activities in college, to place the role of the bar and the proposed licence application in context. 
1: Social Activities in College

Nuffield’s Junior Common Room aims to provide a wide and inclusive range of activities for students, to promote a vigorous student community, and combat the isolation and stress that too often accompany graduate study. To this end, the JCR elects a social secretary every term charged with organising the term’s events; organises a range of sporting activities, and runs a small bar for students’ benefit. 

The bewildering range of social activities organised in the two years since my arrival at Nuffield is testament to the energy and initiative of the college’s social secretaries. Students have witnessed High Art at the Oxford Playhouse and low gambling at the Oxford dog track. They have been sauntering around Blenheim palace and hurtling around the Go-Kart track. They have been to the opera, the skating rink and the bowling lanes. They have sailed down the Thames in black tie, and sung their hearts out on karaoke machines. As this brief selection should make clear, the aim is to provide as wide a range of activities as possible, to encourage participation from across the student community, and make life during term time more interesting. The active social life within college is one of its chief assets, and is justly prized by students. 
As well as expressly social activities, the JCR promotes a range of sports, including football, cricket, tennis and basketball teams competing successfully in inter-college comptetitions; rowers competing at Torpids and Eights in the Linacre boat, and the well stocked and well managed Nuffield gym. For such a small college to maintain competitive teams in four different sports again points to the exceptionally high level of participation in college life we see from students at Nuffield.  
The JCR bar serves as a social hub around which these various activities revolve. The bar provides students with a place to meet before their various outings, and a place to return after trips to the cinema or the theatre. It serves as a venue for termly college parties bringing the whole student community together, and as a secure, welcoming venue for college residents who may be justly alarmed at the prospect of braving George Street in search of a drink. Apart from the termly parties, the bar is mainly used by small groups of students as a place to meet, socialise and unwind. It is highly prized for its flexibility, which enables the numerous late workers in college to pop in after a long night in the library. The bar is only one part of the range of services the JCR provides to Nuffield students, but it is an important and prized part, and one we are seeking to preserve as far as possible in the new regulatory environment. 

2: Details of the proposed Club Premises Certificate Application 

I have in recent months been working with the Bursar on an application for a Club Premises Certificate, under the provisions of the 2003 Licensing Act legislation. Such a licence will enable the JCR to maintain much of the simplicity and flexibility prized in the current operation of the bar, though with some necessary modifications. A set of recently passed JCR Constitutional Amendments and a JCR motion concerning bar operating practice are attached for your attention. The key points are as follows: 

· The licence application will seek opening hours of 6pm-12am Sunday to Tuesday and 6pm-2am Wednesday to Saturday. The later figure for Wednesday-Saturday is to allow for late opening when parties are held in the bar. 
· Normal bar opening hours shall be from 6pm to 12am nightly, as detailed in the attached JCR legislation. 
· On nights when parties have been scheduled by the social secretary and agreed by the College authorities, opening hours shall be extended to 2am. 
· The JCR bar shall be accountable to Governing Body and must ensure it operates in a fashion which is responsible and conducive to overall College welfare. Accountability provisions are included in the attached Constitutional Amendment. 
These proposals will ensure a clear set of operating criteria for the bar, while retaining the unique flexibility in its operation that is so prized by students. 

I hope this report clarifies the role the bar plays within the social activities of college and my proposals for maintaining this role in the new regulatory environment. Nuffield’s diverse and exceptional social life mean the college is regarded by current and former members as more than simply a workplace; it is a community, and a home. The proposed reforms will help preserve one key aspect of this community, and ensure that future generations of students will continue to regard Nuffield with as much affection as its current residents. 

Robert Ford 

JCR President 
