Below you will find an assortment of topics which I believe have the potential to be the object of a doctoral dissertation, and which I may consider for supervision, -- in special cases for collaborative research. If you are interested in any of them you should apply to read for a doctorate at the University of Oxford, Department of Sociology.

(See also the list of empirical puzzles in my webpage)

Gossip and hierarchies. In an article (“Godfather's gossip”, Archives Européennes de Sociologie, XXXV, 2, 199-223, 1994) I made some predictions about the conditions under which gossip frequency and intensity increase. One such prediction is that they are inversely related to the solidity and legitimacy of hierarchies, both formal and informal. There is some evidence on this, but this prediction has to my knowledge never been properly tested. Keywords: communication, uncertainty, hierarchies
The ‘Handkerchief’ code. The code, based largely on colours, has been used in gay circles especially in the USA, to signal the kind of sexual practices one is willing to engage in. I discuss the code briefly in a chapter of Crimes and signs (Princeton UP, 2008). Keywords: conventions, contagion, diffusion, mating market.
Signals of toughness. Most studies on prison violence among inmates do not take into systematic consideration the display of signals of toughness that may avert fighting, especially if both the agents in conflict have different levels of toughness and the display signals are credible. I discuss the issue in a chapter of Crimes and signs (Princeton UP, 2008). Keywords: signalling, inter-personal violence, hierarchies, uncertainty
The history and dynamics of clapping at performances. Keywords: conventions, contagion, diffusion
Signs and signals of trustworthiness in professions. Keywords: signalling, conventional signals, standardisation, tradition
Women fashion as an impediment. Why do women often wear items of clothing and body apparel which share the property of decreasing their mobility and agility of movement? Is this a universal practice? If so why? Keywords: signalling, marriage market, conventions
Holding the door open for the next person. Keywords: everyday pro-social behaviour, natural experiments, dynamics of conventions
The following two topics have a strong historical component: 

The Charans. An Indian sect that in the past acted as a private enforcer of contracts, like a mafia, but using a most peculiar means: threatening to mete out violence not on those who defect but on its own members! Requires knowledge of Hindi and other Indian languages.

The Mafia and the Catholic Church (or, generally, the link between organised crime and religious institutions). The links between these two institutions, as well as Mafiosi behaviour towards religion, have never been studied in depth. It requires knowledge of Italian.
